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COLLAPSE PROCESS OF THE 18-SPAN VIADUCT IN THE 1995 KOBE
EARTHQUAKE BASED ON EYEWITNESS REPORT

Kazuhiko KAWASHIMA

It was reported in the Asahi Newspaper on January 1, 2003 that based on a finding by Professor Kazuoh Seo the 18-
span viaduct which collapsed in the 1995 Kobe earthquake collapsed during not the main event but an ground
shaking generated 2-3 minutes after the main event by reflection and refraction. This finding depends on reports of
two eyewitnesses who watched the collapse of the viaduct. This paper clarifies the reliability of the reports by several
eyewitnesses reported on newspapers. It is found from the clarifications that there are various facts which include a
large amount of scattering and uncertainties, and that it is not possible based on the eyewitness reports to conclude
that the viaduct collapse during the ground shaking 2-3 minutes after the main event.



