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Damage caused by shallow earthquake of Kobe Quake
and Characteristics of Near Fault Ground Motion

by Yoshinori IWASAKI

The damage characteristics show very concentrated damages in a limited zone within a distance of
about 6km from the earthquake fault. Within this critical distance the damages are more or less
constant and depend upon geotechnical conditions. Damages in area at greater than this critical
distance, damage was found decreased with the increase of the distance. The attenuation computed
by a simple double couple source model at a depth about Skm and with a dimension of 2.5km could
give one of the possible solution to explain attenuation characteristics.



