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CHANGES IN DOMESTIC MIGRATION TREND AFTER THE COVID-19
EPIDEMIC ~COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS BY NATIONWIDE SURVEYS~

Keiko HORI, Takanori MATSUI, Chiho KAMIYAMA, Osamu SAITO, Chihiro
HAGA, Junya KUMAGAI, Mihoko WAKAMATSU and Shunsuke MANAGI

The formation of a decentralized society is one of the important policy agendas nowadays in Japan, as
the decline of natural capital is concerned due to the depopulation of rural areas. Under such a situation,
the epidemic of a novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) occurred in early 2020; it is reported that more
and more residents of met-ropolitan residents got interested in moving to rural areas to avoid living in high
population density areas. This paper aims to quantitatively examine these changes through comparative
analysis of nationwide surveys on migra-tion intentions conducted before and after the COVID-19 epidemic
for discussing policies toward a decentralized society.

We conducted a nationwide online survey on residents’ intentions to migrate in February 2021, and
compared and analyzed the results with those of the same survey conducted in 2019. As a result, the pro-
portion of people who would consider migration significantly decreased, and the same was observed for
respondents considering migration to the three major metropolitan areas. In addition, the proportion of
people who emphasized the level of development and the available supporting system for migrants at the
destination area significantly increased in the group considering migration with affection of COVID-19
epidemic. Based on these results, the potential policies were argued for reducing population concentration
under current circumstances with COVID-19.
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