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CONSUMER GOODS IN ELDERLY-ONLY HOUSEHOLD UNITS
: MICRO-MATERIAL STOCK AND EARTHQUAKE RESISTANCE

Tomohiro TABATA

This study aims to investigate the actual existential scenarios of consumer goods possessed by people
and the earthquake resistance of such consumer goods specifically in elderly-only household units. A “basic
unit” of consumer goods focusing on elderly-only household units is developed in this study. A web ques-
tionnaire survey was conducted for household units in the Kansai region of Japan where only the elderly
aged 65+ live. The main questions in the questionnaire were related to the quantity/type of consumer goods
possessed and/or not used on a daily basis (unnecessary consumer goods). The results of the survey revealed
that the total micro-material stock in elderly-only household units was 1,216 kg/housing unit. The amount
of unnecessary consumer goods was 20.9% and the rate of earthquake resistance of entire consumer goods

was 35.4%.
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