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STUDY ON THE WORLD’S FIRST CREDIT CERTIFICATION
FOR BLUE CARBON IN EELGRASS FIELDS IN YOKOHAMA CITY

Fujiyo SUEHIRO, Hiromi SUZUKI, Satoru YOSHIHARA, Shuji OKAZAKI

In Yokohama City, “Yokohama Blue Carbon Project” has been carried out since 2011. The aim of this
project is to promote “Implementation of Blue Carbon Project”, “Implementation of Blue Resources Pro-
ject” and “Making the sea more friendly and accessible” to produce a virtuous circle of environment, so-

ciety and economy, starting from the ocean.

In order to implement the offset by blue carbon, the calculation methodology of the amount of CO2
absorption and fixation was examined, and the amount of COz absorption and fixation in seagrass mead-
ows (ex., eelgrass fields) and seaweed farm (ex., wakame seaweed farm) were estimated. The CO. ab-
sorption in eelgrass bed was estimated by multiplying the coefficient of IPCC wetland guideline by the
area surveyed in the field (12.3t-COx/year). The calculation method and coefficient of the CO2 absorption
in the seaweed farm were examined based on the existing literature, and the COz absorption was calcu-
lated using the production amount of seaweed in Yokohama City (0.2t-COz/year). In addition, we con-
ducted a review of the system to certify applications from other local governments. As a result, total of

18.1t-COzx/year blue carbon was offset.
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