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ANALYSIS OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN GRASSLAND BIRDS AND
LAND COVER CLASSIFICATION USING NATIONAL CENSUS ON THE RIVER
ENVIROMENT OF THE MEJOR RIVER IN HOKKAIDO

Atsushi TANISE and Masaaki MURAYAMA

River space is very important as a bird’s habitat. On the other hand, from the need for flood control, river
channel excavation and tree harvesting are being conducted to secure expansion of flow capacity. In this
study, we conducted a statistical analysis for the basic study to predict the influence on the bird's inhabiting
by the change of the land cover classification of the river accompanying the construction work. The analysis
was conducted using grassland census data of breeding seasons in major rivers in Hokkaido, targeting
grassland birds with a small number of species and a high proportion of valuable species among birds. As
a result, although the characteristics of grassland bird species and land cover classification were different
for each river, the number of grassland bird species was significantly correlated with the grassland area
within the survey visual field. The importance of grassland conservation in the river area was recognized.
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