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COLLABORATION AND CAPACITY BUILDING THROUGH JOINT OUTDOOR
ACTIVITIES OF AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND FISHING COMMUNITY IN
KAMITSUSHIMA, NAGASAKI, JAPAN

Hidefumi HATASHIMA and Satoquo SEINO

In recent years, securing and developing human resources have become important themes in communi-
ty development and disaster resilience planning. In japan, classes in “integrated studies” with a communi-
ty or social component were added to the official national curriculum in 1998. Activities for elementary
school students now include awareness-raising opportunities such as participation in “community devel-
opment” events and educational field trips, but there has been little research relating to interactions with

adults and awareness-raising processes in this context.

This study focuses on decision-making by the children and examines local capacity-building in the Toyo
and Waniura districts of Kamitsushima, Tsushima, Nagasaki, Japan. We conducted a literature seach and
interviews to look at camp activities operated by local children’s organizations and youth associations,
and found that for more than 40 years they have been encouraging decision-making skills among chil-
dren. We found that permitting children to make decisions fosters a sense of ownership, and that cogni-
tive development in the children helps them build their human networks and is connected to sustainable

community development.
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