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THE FUTURE OF FISHERIES INDUSTRY: COLLABORATIVE LEARNING WITH
AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY IN KAMITSUSHIMA,
NAGASAKI, JAPAN

Hidefumi HATASHIMA, Satoquo SEINO

The survival of fishing communities depends on the sustainable use of natural resources. In Japanese
communities facing decling populations today, however, it is important to foster the next generation’s ca-
pacity to maintain the local culture. This study focused on children’s decision-making as they learned
about issues affecting the future of their community, through “integrated studies” classes at elementary
school. Our aime was to elucidate the process of developing a sense of ownership of the issues as the
children actively considered issues affecting fisheries. We used video analysis and text maining tech-
niques to examine collaborative learning of,-fifth and sixth grade students at Toyo Elementary School,
plus fishermen and local government personnel. We looked at factors and processes that arose when the
children conducted public outreach activities regarding a sustainable future for the fisheries industry. We
found that key drivers of learning included awareness of essential problems facing the fisheries industry,
such as improving the value of fish catches and,- the need to restore seaweed beds.
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