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SIMPLE MARINE DEBRIS SURVEY IN ITOSHIMA PENINSULA, FUKUOKA
- FOR APPLICATION OF CITIZEN SCIENCE PURPOSE

Shuyuan GENG, Satoquo SEINO and Mitsuhiro AlZU

Marine debris (also known as marine litter) have a bad influence not only on decreasing the aesthetic
and recreational values of beaches but also the wildlife. In spite of that, the Framework of the Regulation
of Regional Plan in Fukuoka Prefecture shows the classification by category of litter. However, it is large-
ly unknown how the coastal properties affect the litter composition on the beach of Itoshima. More data is
required to properly assess the extent of the marine debris issue and the effectivity of possible solutions.
An answer to more extensive data collection could be citizen science. Nagahama and Keya were selected
as survey stations to conduct standing-stock surveys. In addition, 8 stations were selected in order to ana-
lyze the origins of the pet-bottles. Results show that it is possible to use the method by analyzing the ori-
gins of the pet-bottles on citizen science. Such as using standing-stock surveys and another recommended
simple survey methods are valid for more data collection. Developing a baseline for understanding the
composition of litter on beaches using simple marine debris surveys will contribute to more useful data.
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