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A FORECAST FOR FUTURE HOUSEHOLDS IN 47 PREFECTURES IN JAPAN
USING MEMBERSHIP RATE METHOD

Kazuyoshi NAKANO

This paper develops a forecast model for household number in 47 prefectures in Japan using membership
rate method. The study demonstrates that the membership rate method is an appropriate approach for
consistently forecasting the household number when the changes in household structures are notably
observed. Household numbers during 1995-2010 are forecasted in order to validate the accuracy of the
developed model. The results indicate that while the error rates are large in some cases such as Hyogo (1.1%)
and Miyazaki (—1.1%) in 1995, accuracy of the model is generally high as the averages of error rate across
47 prefectures are between —0.1% (1995) and 0.2% (2005).
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