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CHALLENGES IN BUILDING RESILIENT CITIES IN ASIA: LESSONS LEARNED
FROM FOUR CITIES

Jian HUANG , Premakumara Jagath Dickella Gamaralalage and Toshizo MAEDA

In response to the recent increase in the damages (both assets and human lives) due to the climate
change and natural disasters like the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami, local governments are
aiming to develop more resilient cities to cope with such un-expectable risks. In addition, cities have
started to focus not only on disaster risk reduction an mitigation, but also on measures to mainstream en-

ergy supply and ways to transition urban structures.

This paper, therefore, aims to explore the experience of building resilient city in four Asian cities, in-
cluding Cebu (Philippines), Shanghai (China), Nonthaburi (Thailand) and Ho Chi Minh (Vietnam) and
identify key challenges and opportunities. The findings revealed that the disaster risk reduction planning
and monitoring is limited in these cities due to the lack of scientific data/information, resources and ca-
pacity. The installation of early-warning system, development of hazard maps, access to information and

training are vital in building resilient cities.
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