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TOWARDS REVITALIZATION OF HITA’s HOMETOWN WATERS
- WATER ENVIRONMENT MEASURES FOR RIVER RESTORATION -

Hiromi SUZUKI

Hita City is in northern central Kyushu in western Oita prefecture, bordered by Fukuoka and Kumamoto prefectures and sur-
rounded by the Kuju and Hiko mountain ranges, whose abundant waters converge in the Hita plain, forming the “Hometown
Waters of Hita.”The Oyama R., upper tributary of the Chikugo R., with its jumbo whitefish and the Mikuma R. that flows
through the city center are legacies we hope to leave to future generations. However, river control facilities that award priority to
flood control and water utilization caused lower river flow volumes. Water stagnates and our formerly limpid rivers are gone.

In 1999, the Kyushu Electric Power Company’s lease on water rights for electricity generation was renewed after 30 years,
sparking a movement for increased river flow volumes to reach 1.5 square meters/ second to 4.5 m3/s as maintenance flow (1.8
m3/s in off-season). A memorandum adopted then stipulated stakeholder consultations every 10 years, and restoration methods
are again being considered.
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