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Vegetation Management for Coexistence of Goshawks and Wild Ducks
in Tokyo Port Wild Bird Park

Yoshito IKEHATA, Yoshio SUGIURA, Reiji FUNAHASHI, Yohei HAGIWARA,
Shoichiro KAKESHITA, Tomomi KAWANO, Mei KAMEZAWA, Masayuki SUGA
and Takenori SATO

A large number of wild birds inhabit Tokyo Port Wild Bird Park in Ota Ward, Tokyo. The metropoli-
tan park is an important habitat of various ducks, especially during the winter months (November through
March). This research article considers the factor of the change of the number of ducks in winter for more
than twenty years since the opening of the park by comparison with the state of inhabitation of the North-
ern Goshawk, Accipiter gentilis, the principal natural enemy of ducks, which has begun to winter in the
park in recent years and in connection with the change depending on whether or not the vegetation man-
agement of reeds and cattails has been put into practice. The research makes clear that the decrease of the
number of ducks inhabiting the Wild Bird Park is caused, first of all, by negative effects of goshawks as
predators and that the vegetation management for preparing hiding places for ducks as steps to meet the
negative effects brings forth a growing tendency for ducks to use them in vegetation management areas,
especially for mallard (4nas platyrhynchos), northern shovelers (Anas clypeata), common teal (Anas
crecca) and common pochard (4ythya ferina).
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