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HDI VS. GDP: DECREASING DEATH FROM NATURAL DISASTERS

Hiroki ONUMA and Shunsuke MANAGI

For decreasing human losses caused by natural disasters, both human capital accumulation and/or in-
frastructure reinforcements can be effective, but it is not very clear which one has greater impact. In this
paper, we compared several indices of HDI (Human Development Index), income (GDP per capita), gross
enrollment rate, and life expectancy in order to explore the matter. By taking advantage of a panel data set
that consist of 120 countries from 1985 to 2008, we showed that HDI has the greatest impact on the hu-
man loss. The result tells us that improving the comprehensive human living standard by increasing the
levels of education level and public health can be more effective than merely mitigating the damage lev-

els by reinforcing infrastructures.
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