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Evaluating Environmental Sustainability Performance in Planning and Program of
Rebuilding Damaged Towns in 3.11 Great Tsunami

Tohru MORIOKA

The action initiatives aimed at environmental sustainability embodied in the rebuilding plans and prac-
tices in the coastal area of Miyagi Prefecture severely damaged in 3.11 Tsunami are analyzed and ap-
praised in this paper. The environmental disadvantages are clearly recognized in the probable negative
impacts derived from land use and car-depended life-style in scattered small villages on hilly sites or dif-
fused suburban residential development areas far from compact inner harbor areas. The other environ-
mental discourses are found in quality deterioration in the town landscape and peculiarity of inner harbor
area surrounded by excessively high sea-wall in infrastructure reconstruction projects coordinated with
land adjustment projects having targets for rigorous segregation of residential areas from mixed land use
in downtown in safety-first rebuilding plans in the post-3.11 circumstances.
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