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ISSUES AND TRENDS ON GLOBAL WARMING ADAPTATION POLICY
IN JAPANEESE LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

Mitsuru TANAKA, Tae YAMAMOTO, Nobuo SIRAI and Hiromi KIMURA

The purpose of this research paper is to analyze issues and extract important points of climate change
adaptation policies in local governments, by the means of literature surveys, questionnaire surveys and in-
terview surveys. As the results of these surveys, it is found that a few advanced local governments have
established ordinances that include the concept of adaptation and have devised global warming counter-
measures plans prior to the national government. At the same time, those local governments are conduct-
ing individual adaptation measures at the agriculture field affected apparently by global warming.

However, overall trends on the local governments in Japan are thus: they realize global warming im-
pact only from viewpoint of mitigation and enlightenment measures to local inhabitants are inclined to
low-carbon policies. In addition, local administrative staff hardly understands the significance of the
adaptation and does not recognize it as important policy issues.

They should carry out immediately the local impact assessment of global warming and spread the un-
derstanding of adaptation generally. Accumulation of the research results and knowledge, development of
the new adaptation policy tools are also needed in near future.
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