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TARGET OF RIVER ENVIRONMENT MANAGEMENT AND ITS STRATEGY

Tetsuro TSUJIMOTO

When the river law was revised in 1997, the environment became one of the purposes of river man-
agement and improvement as well as flood mitigation and water resources management. However, the
purpose of the river environment management is still ambiguous and not quantitative, particularly in the
aspect of nature conservation. In case of flood mitigation and water resources management, the targets of
planning are discussed by river flow discharge (flood or draught) and then we can discuss the stepwise
improvement. Nature conservation is achieved not only by discharge, though the concept of normal flow
includes the environmental flow. Local landscape to support local habitats have been also discussed, but
its conservation is not sufficient in total ecosystem conesrvation. We investigated river ecosystem, and we
concluded that the proper understanding of the structure and functions of ecosystem makes it possible to
quantify the river environment and to connect the output of our actions in policies with the outcomes

from the viewpoint of quality of river ecosystem.
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