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FIELD SURVEY OF WATER AND SEDIMENT QUALITY FOR INVESTIGATING
THE AVAILABLE HABITAT OF JAPANESE LITTLENECK CLAMS AT THE
ARTIFICIAL BEACH IN BEPPU BAY

Tohru TAKAMI and Yoshito IKEHATA

A field survey of water and sediment quality was performed in order to investigatie the available habi-
tat of Japanese littleneck clams in “Tanoura Beach” which is the artificial beach located on the suthwest
coast of Beppu bay, Oita prefecture. As the results of field survey in July, 2008 and January, 2009, it is
clear that the sediment is eroded at the west side and is deposit at the east side of artificial isle in the
beach. And, it is thought that one of the causes which erode a sediment on the beach is inflow of seawa-
ter from the central of Beppu bay, because there was much quantity of the seawater flows through just be-
side of the artificial isle. In order to make a Japanese littleneck clam live, it is necessary to control the
taidal current and inflow of sand for stabilizing the sediment, and nutrients load from the hinterland of the

beach.

-60-



