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CONSUMER PREFERENCE TO BIOETHANOL BLENDED GASOLINE AND ITS
DISSEMINATION MEASURES

Yuichi YAMAMOTO, Tatsuya YAMAMOTO, Migiwa MAEDA, Koji SHIMADA, Shin-ichi SAKAI

E3 (3% bioethanol-blended gasoline) has almost the same quality as regular gasoline, and will
contribute to CO2 reduction in the use of gasoline. We carried out a questionnaire survey for the
purpose of understanding consumers’ preference and purchasing criteria about E3 towards
dissemination of E3 in Japan. As a result, we find that many consumers vaguely regard E3 as
insecure automobile fuel to disturb engine system, and there is a strong correlation between
understanding level to E3 and its utilization frequency. On the other hand, this survey shows that
many consumers place a heavy emphasis on cost burden instead of environmental value of COgz
reduction. For the realization of nationwide diffusion of E3, not only dispelling consumers’ concern
by more detailed information but also preferential treatment concerning fuel taxes should be
promoted. Several policies to proactively enhance bioethanol blending into gasoline, such as in

European and Southeast Asian countries, should also be considered.
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