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INVESTIGATION OF KEY CONCEPTS IN THE STUDIES ON “SOUND
MATERIAL-CYCLE SOCIETY” — APPLICATION OF NETWORK ANALYSIS

Michinori KIMURA, Keishiro HARA and Michinori UWASU

This paper investigates key concepts in the studies on “sound material-cycle society” to elucidate the
characteristics and tendency of this particular research field. Specifically, focusing on the keywords used
in the research field, we employ the network analysis method to build on two different types of network;
the research network which assumes that studies are linked through the keywords in common, and the co-
evolution network which is built upon the linkages of the keywords. We demonstrate that the studies on
“sound material-cycle society” conducted in Japan form a concrete network and that “Recycling”,
“Waste”, “the Environment”, and “Sustainability” are the main areas of the sound material-cycle society

research field.
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