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PUBLIC RISK PERCEPTION OF CLIMATE CHANGE,
THEIR ATTITUDE TOWARD MITIGATION AND ADAPTATION

Hiromi KUBOTA, Kenshi BABA, Hiroki HONDO and Mitsuru TANAKA

The objective of this study was to analyze current risk perception of climate change and relative atti-
tudes toward adaptation and mitigation by the public in Japan. An internet questionnaire survey was con-
ducted with 7,785 respondents in March 2010. Results showed that: 1) the higher the realization of the ef-
fects of climate change such as wind and flood damage, the higher the risk perception of climate change,
2) the recognition of adaptation was extremely lower than mitigation, but they held more personal respon-
sibility than that of government regarding adaptation, and 3) the attitude of risk reduction (adjustment)
was preferred by majority while attitudes of risk transfer and retention were not preferred.

It was suggested that building recognition of adaptation to support personal adaptation countermea-

sures would be effective.
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