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COMPARATIVE STUDY ON ALTERNATIVES OF FOREST PLAN
APPLIED ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT IN THE U.S.

Hideyuki ITO and Kiichiro HAYASHI

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires that all policies, plans and projects related to the
federal government must be carried out to make the environmental impact statement (EIS) in the U.S.
Also, NEPA is the unique Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) because it has been systematized by
combination between Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and project EIA. Although it is said
that the assessment method and technique of SEA differ from project EIA, those differences of forest
plans in particular are not clarified amply in existing researches. Therefore, in this study, we collected EIS
documents opened from 2005 to 2006, and 15 Final EIS (FEIS) of forest plans corresponded to SEA were
extracted from them, and then we clarified the assessment method and the way to set up the alternatives

by analyzing the FEIS of each forest plan in the U.S.
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