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Analysis of Local Government Policies for Electric Vehicle Diffusion
in the Transport Sector

Yoriko Tsuchiya, Naoto Tagashira, and Kenshi Baba

The objective of this research is to review of the diffusion policies of pilot-program on EVs in Japan
and to examine the policy issues.

The main purpose of introduction of EV was air pollution abatement; climate mitigation was also tar-
geted. Main measures of those policies were financial support and incentives for purchasing EVs by early
adopters and implementation of pilot programs for verifying EV technology development. The targets on
the number of EVs were never achieved because of EV’s characteristics such as short mileages per charge
and high prices. Although carsharing services and rent-a-car business were introduced to resolve those is-
sues, targeted user’s lifestyles and trip patterns were not matched with those services. Recently, although
main measures to date are similar with the ones in the former generations, the new trends of policies and
markets evolve; a) policy development of local governments, b) establishment of local organizations
jointly operated by public and private sectors, c) installation of charging infrastructure by private enter-
prises.
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