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AN EMPIEICAL STUDY ON POLICY DEVELOPMENT PROCESSES OF THE
BIOMASS TOWNA IN JAPAN

Kenji ASANO, Naoto TAGASHIRA, Kenshi BABA

The “Biomass Towns”, initiated by local governments and supported by Japanese government, aims to expand lo-
cal biomass production for local energy and material utilization. 157 cities and towns have declared biomass town
plans by September 2008. Although promoting the Biomass Towns has been a focus of biomass policy in Japan for a
long time, there is little interest for Japanese scientists as to the development processes of the Biomass Towns. This
document analyses the development and implementation process through the data collecting from the Biomass Towns
by questionnaire. The followings are main findings of this study. (1)Livestock waste is the largest biomass resource
and composting is the biggest utilization project. However, as the market for composting stays premature, it is diffi-
cult to yield profit on compost utilization. Regarding number of utilization projects, energy uses of biomass is three
times bigger than that of material. (2) “Local New Energy Visions”, funded by The New Energy and Industrial Tech-
nology Development Organization, have been enacted more than half of biomass towns. In addition, most biomass
towns consider enacting “Local New Energy Vision” influence starting the Biomass Towns.
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