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POLICY PROCESS ANALYSIS OF THE JAPANESE LOCAL GOVERNMENTS’
PROGRESSIVE GLOBAL WARMING PREVENTION MEASURES

Kazumasu AOKI

From the perspectives of political science and policy process analyses, this study explores what deter-
mines the (im)possibilities of the progressive global warming prevention measures taken by the Japanese
local governments. The issues include: at the local governments’ level, by whom and how the initiatives
for effective anti-global warming measures are mobilized; how the proposals are put on policy agendas
and are politically and administratively institutionalized as projects, formal plans, and local ordinances;
whether the intended policy performances are achieved and implemented in a sustainable manner. In or-
der to give answers to these a posteriori types of enquiries, this study employs a qualitative analysis of
the hypothesized findings drawn from two case studies on the policy processes at the Nagano and Iwate
prefectures. Main methods of acquiring the findings are hearings with such relevant actors as local offi-
cials, environmental NPOs, businesses, and participating citizens and surveys on documents and materials.
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