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LIMITATIONS OF “HABITATION IN TWO REGIONS” AND THE CURRENT
STATUS OF SETTLEMENT RELOCATION

Naoki HAYASHI, Susumu SAITO

In sparsely populated areas, many settlements are on the verge of collapse. In this study, we discuss the
lifestyle of “habitation in two regions”, such as one person or household living in one region during a cer-
tain period of the year and in another region during the rest of the year, which has been receiving atten-
tion as a measure to deal with the issue of depopulation, as well as its limitations and problems. Even the
most optimistic scenario predicts that rural communities consisting of such residents in Kyoto and Ishi-
kawa Prefectures will collapse by 2050 and 2025, respectively.

It is apparent that a large number of settlements in underpopulated areas will disappear even if the life-
style of “habitation in two regions” spreads. We have been focusing our attention on settlement relocation,
considering it to be an effective measure to address this issue. In the present study, we introduce an ex-
ample in the Honnomure district of Akune City, Kagoshima Prefecture. The residents were very satisfied
with life in the new settlement because the area was convenient even for elderly. They were also able to
maintain close relationships with neighbors, feeling safe and secure, since they moved to the new settle-

ment in a group of community residents.
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