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HISTORY OF "SEKKEN-KAIGI" (SOAP FORUM) IN SHIGA
--CHANGES IN ITS FORM AND TARGETS--

Maki ITOU and Shinji IDE

The objective of this study was to figure out with annual general meeting materials changes in aims,
targets and form of "Sekken-kaigi" (Soap Forum), which was established in 1978 and dissolved in 2008.
The forum had been the center of Soap Movement in Shiga, promoting the usage of soap for 30 years. As
results, it was revealed that the forum was inaugurated with the sole aim of conserving water quality of
Lake Biwa and had never aimed to reduce health hazards by artificial detergents in spite of the fact that
Soap Movement in Shiga was born with the both aims; its goals of activities had been shifted from
promoting soap usage to taking actions for reducing water pollution load from domestic wastewater and
then overall environmental loads from each home; and its organizational form was changed from a liaison
meeting in which affiliated bodies met once a year to a moving body with steering, ad hoc, and special

committees for its own activities.
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