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SOCIAL ECONOMIC FACTORS FOR MOTORIZATION OF CHINESE CITIES

Ming LI, Hidefumi IMURA, Hiroaki SHIRAKAWA, Osamu HIGASHI
and Akio ONISHI

In this study, the social economic factors for motorzation of Bejing, Shanghai, Tianjin and Chongging
were analyzed by regression analysis. The regression analysis results show that GDP per person, the
expansion of the city by the house suburbanization and the transport policies of the city are the most
important impact factors to motorzation. In addition, the income elasticity was very high in the coast
developing cities in China (higher than developed nations), and the inland region cities was even higher
than the coast cities. It can be expected that cars ownership number will rapidly increase with the

economic growth of the inland cities in future.
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