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PRELIMINARY STUDY ON THE REDUNDANT GOLF COURSES, THEIR
RESTRUCTURING AND SOCIO-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS IN JAPAN

Osamu SAITO

Commercial infrastructures intended for use as leisure retreats such as golf and ski resorts have been
developed extensively in many rural areas of Japan. However, following the burst of the bubble economy
in the 1990s, several existing resorts faced tough management decisions and some were forced to close
their businesses. This study estimated that 152 (23%) golf courses will be redundant by 2035 in the
Tokyo Metropolitan Area. Based on a spatial distribution analysis of the existing golf courses, the study
identified 302 golf courses that are or will be under pressure to become redundant. Finally, the paper
discusses alternative management options for restructuring the existing golf courses into a sustainable
infrastructure for basin socio-ecological systems.
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