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SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION LEVEL
Juntaro MIZUTANI

When the sustainability of the global society is evaluated, expected consumption level of the society
should firstly be set. It is better for the global environment if the consumption level is declined far lower,
and extinction of the human species may be expected in the ultimate sense. However, such attitude is
thought to be irresponsible to our descendants. Handed down society to the future generation should be
the one of high cultural level, and adequate consumption level should obviously be maintained.

- It has been regarded to be quite difficult to definitely set such sustainable consumption level; however,

changing our points of view may show us another way of setting. We can get the targeted value through
the investigation of the living level assumed by most of environment-conscious people. Cultural creatives
practicing LOHAS is the social group of such people. Their living level seems to be similar to the one of
modern Japanese or middle class Americans, and is far larger than the one of the poor people or lower
middle class.

Their ecological footprint shall become 4.70 gha per head, which is the value for modern Japanese, if
cultural creatives pursue LOHAS. As the world’s population in 2000 was 6.08 billion, and the lower
estimation in 2050 is 7.68 billion, 2.51 and 3.17 pieces of Earth are demanded in 2000 and 2050
respectively, if all of population has the same ecological footprint value as the Japanese.

Only 1.04 pieces of Earth are demanded if world’s population is reduced to 2.5 billion, and you may
have an illusion that sustainability is achieved in this case. However, in this case, as all of the natural
eco-systems on the Earth are completely ruined and every available land is catered to the human needs,
sustainability cannot be achieved in the true sense. More reduction of population towards under 2.0
billion or less is demanded, however, feasibility of such reduction may be much poor, and all of the
natural eco-systems on the Earth will be destroyed before the needed population reduction is achieved.

A viable solution is to promote the land-saving agriculture with the plant factories + atomic energy (and
natural energy). Only 0.61 and 0.84 pieces of Earth are needed in 2050 for the lower and higher
estimation of the population. Then, considerable space is left for the natural ecosystems, and the Earth’s
sustainability will be made to secure.
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