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FEATURES OF THE ORIGINAL LAND MORPHOLOGY AND
ECOLOGY OF THE YOSHINO ESTUARY
AS SEEN THROUGH LOCAL ART AND POETRY

Satoquo SEINOQ, Rieko IGUCHI, Kensuke CHIKAMORI
and Tamako IWAMI

As a former castle town located on the estuary of the Yoshino River, Tokushima
City has been shaped by the estuary's natural land morphology, including
barrier islands and a network of waterways. Locally published illustrated poetry
booklets have recorded images and text with the power to evoke nostalgia among
local residents. Environmental features are discernable in the landscapes of the
past seen through the eyes of these artists, and their viewpoints identified. The
alterations in natural land morphology since these images were created have
been deciphered with the use of aerial photographs, inducing regret for lost
environmental features in local residents. The loss of the original estuary
landscape through development is considered in view of the topographical and
ecological features deciphered through these illustrations.
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