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ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT CAPACITY ASSET AND
INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL COOPERATION
-LESSONS LEARNT FROM JAPANESE INDUSTRIAL CITIES -

Noriko KONO (Institute of Global Environmental Strategies), Kiyomi KAWAMOTO
(Nagoya University), Hirdefumi IMURA (Institute of Global Environmental Strategies,

Nagoya University)

The importance of international environmental cooperation has been discussed for decades. Since the 1990s, a new
paradigm for international environmental cooperation has been introduced and capacity development in environment
(CDE) has been seriously considered by international organizations and development organizations in donor

countries.

The Urban Environmental Management Project of the Institute of Global Environmental Strategies (IGES) has tried
to develop appropriate methods to introduce this type of capacity development in cities, with the introduction of an
“environmental asset” approach. This approach is widening the idea of environmental accounting systems, which are
currently used by many national governments. This methodology is in line with the World Banks’ emphasis on the
maintenance of asset portfolios for sustainable development in the World Development Report 2003.

The framework defines non-physical assets as environmental management assets, and it contains four categories.
They are: institutional assets, social assets, technological assets, and cnvironmental governance. Their importance lies
in social assets and environmental governance, which are not highlighted in international environmental cooperation
frameworks of the past, but presently they have started to be thought of as important clements in capacity
enhancement of cities. The local capacity building of three industrial cities will be assessed and their applicability to
capacity development to Asia-Pacific countries will be analyzed.
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