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DETERMINING THE SOURCES OF NON-BIODEGRADABLE DISSOLVED
ORGANIC MATTERS INTO THE NORTH BASIN OF LAKE BIWA

Shinji IDE and Satoshi MOKU

The concentration of non-biodegradable dissolved organic matters (NBDOMs) has been increasing gradually in the

northern basin of Lake Biwa for more than ten years. Assuming that those organics are generated in the catchment area

and then flowing into the basin, the objective of this study is to determine the major sources of NBDOMs in the

catchment area based upon a mass balance with respect to the compounds in the basin. As a result, it is revealed that
NBDOMs are coming into the lake 40% from “forest and others”, 21% from “paddy field”, and 19% from “industry”.
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