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POLICY DEVELOPMENTS ON WATER ENVIRONMENT AND HISTORY OF
ENVIRONMETAL SYSTEM RESEARCH

Yasushi HOSOKAWA

Policy developments on water environment and the history of environmental system research are
reviewed briefly. Research topics were moved associated with the policy developed. When the policy
changed drastically, system research was requesed with deep insight on the new concept of the new
policy. Also, the scope of the research was enlarged on the spatial and temporal scale. Such research is
more essential now as connects environmental policies with national social/economic development policy.
The construction technology of coastal tidalflats is chosen as an example for the relationship between
social criticism and technical development. Social criticism sometimes points out cklearly the research
theme left unsolved. Research has the possibility to develop under the interaction with social criticism, if

researchers have keen eyes on it.
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