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Spatial distribution of environmental values and scenic assessment of Dazaifu and the
Mikasa river as its primary environmental component
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Yasuyuki Hanada Sampei Yamashita

ABSTRACT: Suburbs consist of both artificial and natural scenery, and thus have a possibility of making
a harmonious place as a middle landscape between urban and natural areas. However, such places in actuality
tend to lack the harmony, especially in Japan. In this study, we investigate spatial distribution of environmental
values in the city of Dazaifu, which is located next to the city of Fukuoka and scenic assessment of its major
river, the Mikasa. The environmental resource data of Dazaifu is overlayed using GIS, and a river landscape
assessment experiment is conducted to obtain scenic evaluation utilizing Scenic Beauty Estimate(SBE)method.
It is clear that the pressure of land development is high in the vicinity of train stations where there still
remain rivers, ponds and rice paddy fields that serve as children’s playgrounds in the region. It is observed
that there are discrepancies in river landscape evaluation between residents and non-residents of Dazaifu.
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