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A laboratory experiment of the effects of a floating-leaved plant (Nymphoides indica)
on an ecosystem and water quality
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ABSTRACT : A laboratory expetiment was carried out to examine the effects of a floating-leaved plant (Nymphoides indica)
on an ecosystem and water quality using two water tanks (with and without the plant) in the autumn of 2002. The plant bodies
accelerated falling down of suspended solids with adsorbed phosphorus, and then, concentration of phosphorus greatly
decreased and transparency largely increased in the water tank with the plant. In addition, attached algae appeared on the plant
bodies and on the side walls of the same tank and absorbed dissolving nutrients from the plant bodies due to withering.
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