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Conservation and utilization of a remnant wetland in residential area of Noboribetsu, Hokkaido
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ABSTRACT : We would like to present the process of various activities to conserve and/or preserve Kiushitou.
Kiushitou was the small remnant of a large valley mire located in urban district of Noboribetsu city. The development
of surrounding residential areas decreased mire area to 4.75 ha and disturbed watercourses of mire area. In 1997, a civic
group found many hummocks of Sphagnum subfulvum and several red data plants which had become rare in this region
owing to exploitations. The civic group proposed to the Noboribetsu local authority that they should conserve the mire
immediately after the finding, and the local authority took a positive slant on the conservation. Then we, the researcher
group, started research for the conservation in 1998 at their request. We continued exact investigations including
community, and seasonal and yearly change of hydrochemical environment, which had never been done in other mires.
In 2001, Environment Agency nominated Kiushitou to be one of the important wetlands in Japan. Noboribetsu the local
authorities decided to conserve the mire and began to purchase the land of mire area from private owners in 2002.
Corresponding to these decisions, we organized the working group in 2003 to conserve and to reclaim vulnerable
communities.
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