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Study on the mitigation bank use and management in the United States

PR g Rl 8 Sarma Straumanis®
Hideyuki Ito Atushi Fukuda

ABSTRACT: In U.S.A, a mitigation plan is made through a procedure of environmental impact assessment
before development projects are conducted. In mitigation plan, it is obligated to propose mitigation methods that
considered avoidance, minimization and compensation for adverse impacts on environment. The compensation
in mitigation plan is called compensatory mitigation, which carries out restoration, creation and enhancement of
natural environment that lost by development projects. At present, many states in U.S.A are introducing the
mitigation banking system to carry out compensatory mitigation smoothly. This mitigation banking system is to
trade the natural environment as credits that previously created and restored between developers and mitigation
bankers .The mitigation banks can be classified into two types; one is called public mitigation bank, and each
authority owns it for future public enterprises. The other is private mitigation bank, which sells credits to
developers including public authorities. Minnesota State that has owned many mitigation banks has been increas-
.ing the area of wetlands every year by introducing many mitigation banks. In this study public and private
mitigation banks use and management were investigated in Minnesota State, and the effect on introduction of
mitigation banking system was also assessed.
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