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Analysis of International Material Cycles of Recyclable Wastes
—transboundaring recyclable waste between Japan and China—
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ABSTRACT:

There have been an increasing number of recyclable wastes which are exported from developed countries to developing
countries. If transboundary movements of recyclable wastes support economic development and simultaneously reduce
environmental degradation in both parties, it might contribute to establish a sustainable society. China has been the
biggest importing country of recyclable waste from Japan for past decade. In this study, current situation of
transboundaring recyclable waste between Japan and China were analyzed. Three approaches were used in this study:
investigating recent policies and regulations, interviewing and field surveys; and analyzing custom statistics. Positive
impact and negative impacts of transboundaring recyclable waste, and recycling characteristics of the region in China

have been identified.
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