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Perception Gaps between Authority and General Citizen on Public Participation for Facility Siting Process

R’
Kenshi Baba

ABSTRACT: As citizen tends to express being involved in decision making process of various facility siting which
would cause NIMBY (not in my backyard) syndrome, and some institutions on public participation are enacted recently,
authorities is required to secure visibility and to take accountability. European and North American countries developed
many public participation programs and “fairness” notion formed the basis of these. This paper examines potential per-
ception gaps on fairmess and others between authority and citizen for successtul progress of the process. Results of in-
terview with practitioners of an authority indicate that they are concerned about citizen’s awareness for participation,
mutua) trust with mayor and local assembly, appropriateness of public participation method itself, and uncertain out-
come caused by participation. Results of questionnaire for the general citizen suggest that their intention to participate in
the process varies depending on whether the decision will be made within the community or not. Moreover, most citi-
zens regard the criteria “Representativeness” important primarily as fairness, and tend to accept the outcome from the
usual expert committee or referendum rather than citizen panel or citizen advisory committee. To prevent leaving the
perception gaps on representativeness and referendum as they are, which would cause conflicts, changing the negative
coincident of perception on reason and ability of citizen to positive one is needed.
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