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Toward sustainable management of bamboo bush —A case study in Kyoto Prefecture

KE g A R2
Yukari Onishi Ryo Fujikura

ABSTRACT; Bamboo bush had composed a Japanese traditional landscape. Due to decrease of rural population,
shrinking demand to bamboo products, and increase of imported bamboo products, farmers' incentives for bamboo bush
management is diminishing. Without proper management, bamboo will expand its population and will intrude into
neighboring areas. Recently, expanding bamboo bush is threatening Japanese landscape and ecosystem. Yamashiro
Town and Saga Arashiyama Area were chosen for sites of this case study in Kyoto Prefecture. Bamboo bush are
adequately managed in Saga Arashiyama Area because the area is a famous Japanese tourist spot and its bush is an
important resource for tourism. Citizens voluntarily manage their bamboo, and the municipal government manages the
bush at public areas. As a result, the landscape has been successfully maintained. On the other hand, Yamashiro Town is
not a tourist area, and farmers sell bamboo shoot. Due 1o recent increase of imported bamboo shoot from China, farmers
started 1o give up bamboo farming and the bush is left untouched. As a result, bamboo bush in Yamashiro Town in
rapidly increasing and affecting local landscape. Development of new bamboo product, such as bamboo powder for road
paving, is necessary to promote such areas as Yamashiro Town. Recent preference of Japanese people and ceniral and
local governments toward "environmental friendly products” may encourage marketing of newly developed bambou
products.
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