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Characterization of Urbanization and Resource Consumption Patterns in Chinese Cities
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ABSTRACT: The spatial extension of the urbanized area with economic development affects regional and global envi-
ronment. From the viewpoint of the resources consumption, the extension of the urban area is equal to the increase in the
input of construction materials such as iron, cement and woods. In addition, in order to support the activity of expanded
city, large amount of energy and water resources are required. In this study, the factors which caused the spatial extension
of the Chinese cities where economic development was remarkable were identified. Results indicated that the extension
of the urbanized area in Chinese cities was remarkable in the cities with following characteristics; 1. cities with the rich

manpower, 2. cities with large enterprises, 3. cities with existing wide urbanized area, 4. cities with preferential treat-

ment.
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