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Evaluation of Conservation Activities during past 80 years on Habitat of Horseshoe
Crab as Natural Monument in Kasaoka, Okayama, Japan

BB FEER TR
Satoquo Seino Takaaki Uda Yasufumi Tsuchiya

ABSTRACT : History of conservation of horseshoe crab Tachypleus tridentatus and conservation of breed-
ing place assigned as a natural monument in Kasaoka Bay in Okayama Prefecture was investigated. In
the past, Kasaoka Bay is one of the famous breeding places in the western Japan. Large-scale land recla-
mation of this bay had begun since 1968, resulting in the disappearance of the ebb tidal flat. Continuous
development works changed river and coastal environment. Various activities have been carried out for
conservation and recovery of its habitats. However it failed because of lack of thinking of large-scale envi-
ronment conservation. This history tells us the useful information for the present and future conservation
of rare species.

KEYWORDS; Horseshoe crab, Kasaoka Bay, natural monument, land reclamation, conservation
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