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Understanding of Flood Management by the Local People in Yasaka River Watershed, Oita Prefecture
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ABSTRACT: Understanding of flood management by the local people in the Yasaka River watershed, Oita Prefecture was illustrated.
The river was straightened for flood control, the former river was buried and riverside forests were diminished in 2000. Flood plain
was damaged severely by flood in 1997 and 1998. Local people could not understand the alternative way of flood control. Because they
have been informed that the straightening was the only one method by the local government. River Law was revised in 1997 aiming
that environmental conservation was important factor in river management. But this river improvement plan was made in 1964, the
revision of the plan was impossible. Misunderstanding, or insufficiency of knowledge of flood control by the people made the
alternative plan negligible. Rational decision-making is essential.
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