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Study on conservation activities of Satoyama and coppice forests in Japan

A OpE

Osamu Saito

ABSTRACT: Coppice woodlands had been maintained as a source of fuel, manure and material for various uses until the late
1960s in Japan. Such forests with their surrounding agricultural lands have shaped typical landscape called “Satoyama” for
many Japanese. For the last 30 years, most forests at Satoyama have been abandoned without regularly cutting and clearing,
which causes changes in plant and animal communities. In order to conserve such forests, approximately 400 local
organizations have taken voluntary actions throughout Japan. The objective of this study is to comprehend overall picture of
their activities and to elucidate points to be improved via the questionnaire survey. 97 organizations out of 158 answered the
questionnaire. As a results of principal component analysis (PCA) of objectives that each group consider as important, groups
were classified into three types: “forest conservation ”(type- 1 ), “community revitalization via forest activities”(type- 11 ), and
“having fun in forests™(type-[I). Type- I groups hope to have or expand forests for their activities and improve
environmental education. Type-II groups hope to train leaders for their activities. Type-Ill groups are rather interested in
increasing members, days of activities, and enjoyable events.
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