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Environmental Impact Assessment Procedures of Ecosystem for Road Projects

g o TSy PN IS
Katsunori Kadoyu  Katsumi Uesaka - Hirofumi Ohnishi

Environmental Impact Assessment Law was legislated in 1997. Until that time, Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) was enforced according to the Cabinet approved guidelines. There are two major differences between the
guidelines and the law. The first is that screening and scoping procedures are newly introduced to EIA by the law, and
the second is that an ecosystem is added as a new item of EIA.

However, the technical procedures are not established to assess impacts on the ecosystem yet, so efforts must be
made to accumulate technical knowledge and to establish the technical procedures.

In this paper EIA procedures of the ecosystem for road projects are described, especially technical procedures of
survey, forecast, evaluation, and mitigation measures, and we make it clear that what are points of view to execute the
FIA.

In the scoping procedure, it is important to pick up characteristic ecosystems, noteworthy species and communities.

In the survey, various information needs to be collected to clarify conditions of habitats of such species and
communities, their uses of habitats and food chain relation among them and other species.

In the forecast, impacts on the ecosystems will be anticipated through grasping disappearance and/or reduction of
habitats of the noteworthy species and communities and impediment of animals’ migration paths. When the influences
on them are not trivial, mitigation measures have to be considered to avoid or reduce the influences as much as possible.
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