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Structural Analysis of Factors Promoting Regional Revitalization: A Case Study of Sweet Potato Production in
Matsushige Town, Tokushima Prefecture

o 2* R AW wasT
Akira Yamaguchi*  Hideaki Goto* Seiji Suda*

ABSTRACT ; To determine what factors promote revitalization of regional agriculture, the authors used the TN method
(including DEMATEL method) to analyze awareness of regional revitalization among residents of 3 cities, towns and
villages that are showing increased agricultural vitality. Of the surveyed areas, Matsushige Town in Tokushima
prefecture showed increased cultivation of sweet potatoes in fields of s;mdy soil converted from paddy field and it
promoted the production of sweet potatoes under the Naruto Kintoki brand in the 1980s. This paper examines more than
20 factors promoting the production of sweet potatoes. It clarifies that “ﬂle presence of fellow producers” is perceived to
be the main factor that affects other factors, such as “guidance and instruction on farming by the Agricultural
Cooperatives’ and “application of sandy soil dressing for conversion of paddy field to upland field, " to yield a
multiplier effect and promote sweet potato production. The factors to promote regional farming sampled and analyzed by
other survey cases are considered as varied and original. The TN method is advantageous in determining factors to

promote regional agriculture through studying awareness of farming promotion among local residents.
KEYWORDS ; Regional revitalization, factors to promote regional agriculture, TN method, DEMATEL method
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