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The structural analysis of measures to secure fishery successors by Analytic Hierarchy Process
(AHP)
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ABSTRACT; The number of people engaged in fishery in Japan, which fell by almost half from 511,000 in 1973 to
277,000 in 1998, is still decreasing steadily. Fishery workers aged 60 or older account for 42% of the fishery
population. Despite efficiency-oriented fishery production and manpower shift from primary industry to secondary and
tertiary industry, securing fishery successors among the younger generations poses a problem to maintain the fishing
industry that supplies Japan with half of the animal protein its population consumes.

The various measures to secure fishery successors include improvement of the fishery production infrastructure
and living énvironment, financing by fishery management bodies, and provision of fishery training as well as of
medical and social welfare services and education. These measures to promote the securing of fishery successors are
carried out partly to help further promotion of the region and regional industry. Such measures are varied and have
multiple targets. In view of these circumstances, the paper attempts to examine by AHP method the cases of Himejima
Village in Oita Prefecture and Okushiri Town in Hokkaido Prefecture, to determine which measures and targets are
effective and appropriate for the securing of fishery successors. '
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