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Theme Changes in the Illustrated Books on River and Lake.
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ABSTRACT: Illustrated book is an effective, visual, and informative medium for environmental education. In
this study, the trends of theme and contents in illustrated books on river and lake are traced. Reviewing the
illustrated books published in Japan since the 1960s, changes of theme and contents are evident. Recently, the
message in the illustrated books have put an emphasis on life and its environment from ecological view.
Particularly, realistic problems in environment, as destruction of habitat, water pollution, and so on have been
increased since the 1990s. It is shown that the message tend to emphasize the web of life and environment to
evoke concern with environmental conservation.
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