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Present Status and Issues in Monitoring of Local Environment by Public Participation
- the Example of Restoration of Artificial Spawning Site of Horseshoe Crab in Kitsuki City, Oita, Japan-
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ABSTRACT: An artificial spawning site of the horseshoe crab was built at the Egashira River mouth in Moriye Bay in
Oita Prefecture as a mitigation of the river improvement works in the Yasaka River flowing into the same bay.
Monitoring investigation of the spawning with public participation was carried out after the completion of the works at
every high tide during summer. Citizens who joined this investigation could observe not only the behavior of horseshoe
crab but also physical environment such as tidal currents around the river mouth and beach changes. Understanding of
the environmental sciences and technologies enhances the recognition of the nature in locality. These activities are
necessary for the conservation of the environment by the citizens in the local community.
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